
 A. H. Peters Funeral Home of Grosse Pointe sponsored three veterans, who

are all residents of an assisted living facility in our community, to visit the World War

II Memorial in Washington, D.C.  The contribution made by the funeral home was

an appropriate tribute for the veterans and created a public relations opportunity

for the funeral home.  Feedback from the community at large recognized the

positive gesture.  The following is the report from David Kesner, the funeral home’s

managing director.

Honor Flight Michigan

On Thursday, August 9, 2007, an article appeared in the Detroit Free Press

describing the group, Honor Flight Michigan.  This group of charitable volunteers

based in Royal Oak, Michigan will send honorably discharged World War II veterans

on an all expenses paid trip to Washington, D.C. to see the National World War II

Memorial.  Honor Flight Michigan, a charity started in the fall of 2006, only accepts

donations to fund the project.   Their goal is to send any eligible veteran from

Michigan to see the Memorial before it is too late.  

At the time I thought it would a great tribute to send my father, Harold

Kesner, on this trip.  At age 93, he served in the U. S. Army for over five years in

the Pacific theater.  I completed his application and sent it in.



My parents are residents of Sunrise on Vernier, an assisted living facility in

Grosse Pointe Woods.  Unknown to me, in the January of 2008, Sunrise submitted

applications to Honor Flight Michigan to send three other residents on the trip.

Those three, and my father were approved and scheduled for the first trip of 2008,

on April 19, 2008.  The Executive Director of Sunrise, Susan Berg and I were

selected to travel with them as volunteer guardians.

Sunrise on Vernier is our neighbor, located about 150 yards from the front

door of the funeral home.  What a great opportunity the funeral home had to make

a contribution in support of these men.  David Peters, the company’s president,

made a donation to help defray the expense of these four Grosse Pointe residents.

Unfortunately, at the last minute, one man was unable to accompany the group

because of a health issue.

After the trip, a press release was prepared and distributed to our local

newspapers.  The Grosse Pointe News and the local section of the Sunday edition

of The Detroit Free Press ran the story.   Sunrise of Vernier published the event in

their monthly newsletter, sent to all the families of residents.  

While the group was visiting the Memorial in Washington, D.C.  a reporter

from USA Today interviewed all three men.  On May 22, 2008 their story appeared

nationally in USA Today.



This journey proved to be a trip of a lifetime for these men.  It brought back

memories from long ago and elicited stories that had never been told before.  After

serving their country some sixty years ago, this day was the crowning glory for the

sacrifices these men made for their country.  It was a great adventure for all.







Best of the Best 
Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home 

Fairfield, NJ 
 

Veterans Are Special 
 

At Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home in Fairfield, we believe 
that we should acknowledge the veterans who have served 
our country, both past and present.  We believe that those 
who defend our freedom should be honored as the heroes 
that they are.   
 
Our secretarial staff takes an active role in making sure that 
each veteran is given whatever he or she is entitled to in the 
way of funeral re-imbursement.  We file the VA paperwork 
for each veteran we serve in hopes that they are entitled to 
government funds for burial.  We inform each veteran or 
spouse of their right to be buried at a Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery at no charge.  In addition, each veteran we served 
is awarded an authentic Presidential Certificate signed by 
the President of the United States.  The proper paperwork 
for cemetery footstones in granite, marble or bronze is also 
filed with the VA, and we follow through until the footstone 
is in place at the cemetery.   
 
Our funeral directors make sure that each veteran has a flag 
in or on the casket.  They also notify the respective branch of 
the service to be at the cemetery to meet the funeral 
procession on the morning of the funeral. The flag is then 
presented to the next of kin by the honor guard, 



accompanied by the playing of taps.  The families are totally 
overcome by this wonderful presentation by the troops. 
 
At times, the family of an older veteran may not be able to 
find the discharge papers that are necessary for all of the 
military honors.  We have amassed a list of numbers to use 
in this case to search for the papers of each and every 
veteran that we serve.  Our belief is that it is of paramount 
importance that each veteran receives their due honors. 
 
Our funeral home makes a special military video tribute for 
each veteran.  It is played during the times of visitation.  The 
video opens with the American Flag and the veteran’s 
military photo.  It then continues with military background 
scenery and music to go along with the photos of that 
veteran’s life.  The videos are then presented to the family. 
 
At our funeral home, we offer an Armed Services Tribute 
package which includes a casket with the American flag in 
the cap panel and the appropriate armed services emblem 
custom embroidered on the overlay, a Veteran vault which 
has a sculpted military emblem for the appropriate branch of 
service and customized name plate with rank, a flag display 
case for the government issued flag.  For those who choose 
cremation, we include a Patriot Urn which has an American 
flag, eagle and name plate with rank.  All Armed Services 
Tribute packages include military prayer cards and register 
book.   
 
Finally, we have made it a practice that any person killed in 
active duty is given a funeral at the Stellato Funeral Homes, 
Inc. at no charge to the family.  We take this responsibility 



very seriously, and do our best to give a lasting, honorable 
tribute to that person killed in the line of duty.   
 
Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home believes in assisting veterans 
in their quest of re-entering civilian life.  We make it a habit 
of giving newly discharged veterans positions at the funeral 
home.  At the present time we have two veterans of the War 
in Iraq in our employ. 

 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 

 WW II Memorial Trip 
 

By, Patrick T. Lanigan Funeral Home, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
 

In Dec. 2007, our funeral home was celebrating the Open House of our new building 
addition to our Turtle Creek, Pa. funeral home.  At that time, we were considering taking 
a busload of World War II veterans on a bus trip to Washington, D.C.  We asked some of 
the folks that attended the Open House if they would be interested in such a trip and, not 
surprisingly, there was quite a bit of interest.  So, our staff started to plan a free bus trip 
to our nation’s capital for World War II veterans and civilian homefront workers, and a 
guest for each.   
 
We decided that April 17, 2008 would be a good date to make the trip.  Easter season 
would be over, spring weather would have arrived and the annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival crowds would have disbursed by then.  We did not figure that Pope Benedict 
would also select that week as a great time to visit Washington on his first trip to the 
United States as Pope.  Although, he attracted huge throngs of people, his visit did not 
interfere with ours, as we were visiting different sites. 
 
During a planning session, our staff decided that the visit should not only include the 
World War II Memorial, but also Arlington Cemetery. We also concluded that we should 
have time to take a spin around Washington to show some sites since we would all be 
tourists. We were confident that we could make the trip as a one-day trip, since it is only 
240 miles, an easy 4 hour trip by car.   
 
We first contacted a local bus company for a quote on their fee for our trip.  This 
company was referred by a friend who uses the bus company for all of the senior citizen 
tours she manages.  Their price was $1,850 for a 56 person bus and we accepted that 
offer. 
 
We advertised the trip with our local newspapers and through the local VFW clubs and 
Amvets.  We gave seating priority to any World War II veteran or civilian homefront 
worker who had not yet had the chance to visit the Memorial.  After a few weeks of 
advertising, our roster was filled.  We had 54 reservations with 2 seats left for staff 
members.  There were 24 WW II veterans, some spouses and even some adult children. 
There also were some Korean War veterans who wanted to pay homage to their fellow 
veterans. Two of the WW II vets were ex-Prisoners of War.  There were 2 adult children 
of a deceased WW II veteran who also was an ex- P.O.W.  We had an excellent roster of 
folks. 
 



Our next step would be to plan the itinerary and determine any supplies that would be 
needed.  We decided that we would need 2 stops where we would have a brunch and, 
later, dinner served to travelers. Supplies for the bus and a picnic lunch at The Memorial 
would be sandwiches, snacks, fruit, juices, soft drinks and bottles of water.  The first 
piece to our itinerary puzzle was solved when, via a friend, we were able to gain access to 
Arlington Cemetery for a tour in our own private bus.  The only condition is that we 
arrive at Arlington after 4 pm which would be after the last burial service of the day was 
complete. 
 
We acquired access and permission from the local Greek Orthodox Church to use their 
parking lot as our portal and parking lot for the day.  
 
The itinerary was as follows: 
 
7:00 a.m. Depart from Ypapanti Greek Church parking lot in East Pittsburgh 
9:30 a.m. Stop for Buffet Brunch at Clara’s in Bedford, Pa. 
10:30a.m. Depart from Bedford. 
1:00 p.m. Arrive at World War II Memorial. Visit with picnic lunch on grounds.  
2:00 p.m. Tour Washington with stop at Lincoln/ Korean War/ Vietnam War    
  Memorials. 
4:00 p.m. Tour Arlington Cemetery 
5:30 p.m. Leave Arlington and stop for dinner at Crystal City Sports Pub 
7:00 p.m. Depart from Crystal City 
9:00 p.m. Make a short rest stop in Breezewood, Pa 
11:30 p.m. Arrive in East Pittsburgh. 
 
The itinerary proved to be mostly accurate, except towards the end of the day, as 
Arlington was visited while some of the folks were experiencing fatigue. The dinner 
proved a bit longer than anticipated even though we secured reservations and ordered 
from a limited, select menu for groups. And, since when leaving Washington we were 
driving by the U.S. Marine Corps Memorial which is a huge sculpture of the Flag Raising 
of Iwo Jima with funeral director Jack Bradley, and with several ex-Marines on board our 
bus, we just had to stop.  
 
The schedule/itinerary proved to be compromised, somewhat, and we finally returned to 
East Pittsburgh at 1:00 am. 
 
The expense of the trip included the bus rental ($1,850), the brunch (Clara’s $351.13), 
our food supplies for the bus ($250) and dinner (Crystal City Sports Pub $139). The 
dinner was such a low figure because all of the travelers adamantly wanted to pay for 
their own meals at $14 per person, even though we had expressly included it in the trip. 
We were not going to argue with that proud, grateful group. All things considered, our 
expenses were a low price to pay for a cloudless, perfect spring day with a busload of real 
heroes. 
 



There are a few snippets that I would like to share.  First, we had a lot fun on the bus, 
especially when we played ‘Name That Tune’.  Stephanie, our resident intern who 
accompanied me and the group, had downloaded over 30 World War II era songs onto a 
CD. On the trip to Washington, we divided the 2 sides of the bus into teams to guess the 
name of the song being played and the recording artist/group. One side was the Obama 
side; the other was the Hilary side.  On virtually every song, someone blurted out the 
correct name and recording artist. I was stunned by their recall and impressed by the 
impact their music had made on them.  The tunes put smiles on their faces as it took them 
back to a special time in their lives.   
 
Another episode that occurred on our trip and was a great thrill to the veterans happened 
at the World War II Memorial. They were relaxing to enjoy their lunch under the shade 
of the trees at The Memorial, watching other sightseers, when a gentleman approached 
them.  He wanted to know if they were all World War II Veterans. Explaining that they 
were, the young gentleman asked he if would be able to get a picture with the group. “Of 
course”, they said. The gentleman then explained what an honor it was to meet them and 
that he was back from his first tour of duty in Iraq and would soon be going back for a 
second tour. He expressed his gratitude towards each and every one of them for serving 
our country before him, and that he would keep up their tradition in protecting our 
country as they did in their time. 
 
Another stirring moment for me came after we had visited the WW II Memorial and 
toured around Washington.  We stopped at the location of the Lincoln, Korean War and 
Vietnam War Memorials.  Most of the busload of folks ambled over to the Korean War 
Memorial, with a small group of men walking toward the Vietnam Wall afterwards.  
While I walked with them toward The Wall, I bumped into a teacher who had a group of 
students on tour with him. He asked if I was a teacher and I responded that I was with this 
group of WW II veterans.  He then exclaimed to his grade school students that these 
particular men were WW II veterans.  They immediately, without cue from the teacher, 
surrounded the veterans, shook their hands, offered thanks, and asked for their 
autographs.  The veterans were surprised by the acclamation and we are all visibly 
moved. In fact, it was the talk of the bus as we headed to Arlington Cemetery.  
 
The trip proved most rewarding to everyone.  The veterans and their family members 
were truly appreciative and grateful for the opportunity to see the Memorial, the 
Changing of the Guard at Arlington and the other sites. Their gratitude was sent in 
numerous ‘Thank You’ cards and photos.  New friendships were forged and old ones 
renewed as stories were shared, memories were rekindled, and homage was paid. And, in 
some small way, I feel we were able to offer some recompense to these heroes of the 
Greatest Generation.   
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